
Microsoft HealthVault  

 

Earlier this month Microsoft launched HealthVault, a free software and services 
platform aimed at helping people better manage their personal health information. 
HealthVault is a culmination of two years of preparation which included assembling a 
team, gathering expertise, building the technology, and creating partnerships with 
hospitals, disease-prevention organizations and healthcare companies. Current 
partner organizations include the Mayo Clinic, the American Heart Association, 
Johnson & Johnson, and MedStar Health, among others. 

While the program allows users to enter in their own health information, it is 
expected that most patients will also give permission to doctors, clinics, and 
hospitals to do so. Since privacy and security are obvious concerns, Microsoft has 
taken measures to ensure that data is stored in secure, encrypted databases. The 
program also offers an online search engine specifically designed for health queries. 

These tools, similar forms of which will likely be offered by other major technology 
companies in the near future, represent a major step toward personalized, patient-
oriented healthcare. 

For more information, please visit: www.healthvault.com. 

 


